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branch. The Examiner is thus requested to contact the PCT branch, acquire a certified copy of 
the priority document, and acknowledge receipt of the same in the next Office Action. 

Further, in order to perfect foreign priority, Applicants submit herewith a sworn English 
language translation of the priority document (JPlO/100467, filed on March 27, 1998). 

Elected claims 

At page 2 of the OfSce Action, the Examiner acknowledges Applicants' election of 
Group I, claims 1-8 and 15-18. The Examiner confirms that claims 9-14 are withdrawn firom 
examination as being directed to a non-elected invention. In the Election/Restriction 
requirement dated April 27, 2001, the Examiner defined Group I as claims 9-14 and Group 11 as 
claims 1-8 and 15-18. In response, on May 25, 2001, Applicants elected Group II, claims 1-8 
and 15-18. In the OfBce Action, the Examiner correctly identifies the elected claims but has 
classified them as belongmg to Group I. 

In order to clarify the prosecution record, and to be sure that there is no 
misunderstanding, Applicants request that the Examiner verify that Applicants elected Group 11, 
claims 1-8 and 15-18. 

Claim rejections under 35 U>S.C, § 112, second paragraph 

At page 2 of the Office Action, the Examiner rejects claims 15 and 16 under 

35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, as being dependent upon a non-elected base claim. In 
response, Applicants rewrite claim 15 in independent form, specifically, as new claims 20 and 
21. Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal of this aspect of the 
rejection. 
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BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



